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INDEPENDENT

December16, 1999

TheHonorableJanetReno
AttorneyGeneral
U.S. Departmentof Justice
TenthandConstitutionAvenue,N.W.
Washington,DC 20530

DearGeneralReno:

I havejust completedareviewof theFBI summariesoftheJusticeDepartment’s
campaignfinanceinterviewsof thePresidentandVice President.As you areaware,for nearly
threeyearsI haveexpressedconcernsaboutthe infusionof foreignmoneyinto the American
political system. Therefore,I amat a lossto understandwhy you would toleratean investigation
that failed to askthePresidenta singlequestionaboutthefollowing subjects: JamesRiady,John
Huang,CharlieTrie, MarkMiddieton, andthePresidentialLegal ExpenseTrust. Indeed,the
completeabsenceof any questionsaboutforeignmoneyis extraordinary.

I amalsoat a lossasto why you would toleratean investigationthatfailed to askthe
Vice Presidentasinglequestionaboutthefollowing subjects: theHsi Lai Temple,Maria Hsia,
JohnHuang,andJamesRiady.

I haveexpressedtheconcernon numerousoccasionsthat you andyourDepartmentwere
not ableto conducta thoroughandimpartial investigationofthe Presidentand yourownpolitical
party. I havealsosuggestedthat the inherentconflict in yourpositioncreatesaperceptionthat
justice is not beingadministeredin an impartial fashion. You haveappearedbeforemy
Committeeandyou haverespectfullydisagreed.Two yearsago, almost to theday,you appeared
beforemy Committeeandtoldmethat, in thecampaignfinanceinvestigation:

“[W]e aregoing to follow everylead,whereverit goes[.]”

WhatamI to think, then,of an investigationthat hasfailed to askkey witnessesany questions
aboutthemostimportantsubjectsin whathasallegedlybeenoneof the largestinvestigations
everundertakenby theDepartmentof Justice? Indeed,you haveacceptedpleabargainsand
concludedprosecutionswithout theslightestconcernthat potentiallyimportantwitnesseshave
not beenapproached.Two yearsagoI saidthat I thoughtyou wouldhaveahardtime being



vigorousin acasethat involves yoursuperiorandyourpolitical party. Your interviewsof the
Presidentandthe Vice Presidentsimply provethat my fearswerereal.

Let megive you aspecificexample. Yesterday,JohnHuangtestifiedthatbeforethe
1992election,JamesRiadyandthePresidenttook aprivatelimousineridetogether.Mr. Huang
told us,ashe told your ownlawyers,that Mr. Riady flew in from Indonesiajust for this meeting
anda fundraiser,andthat he promisedthat he would raiseonemillion dollarsfor thePresident.
Did it everoccurto you that therecanbevery little confidencein thework productof theJustice
Departmentif you neglectto askthePresidentasinglequestionaboutMr. Riadyandwhat the
two talkedabout?

Let meprovideanotherspecificexample. Yearsaftertheinitial million dollarpromise
andtheillegal contributionsthat followed,a landscapearchitectnamedWiriadinatawas
responsiblefor $450,000in illegal contributionsto benefitthe President.After heandhis wife
gavethemoney,he told thePresidentat oneof the infamousWhiteHousecoffeesthat “James
Riadysentme.” I wouldhavethoughtthat you would expresssomecuriosity aboutthe
President’sreaction. Apparently,you donot think thePresidentshould evenhavebeentroubled
with questionsaboutany of the illegal foreignmoneythatbenefitedhim.

Yesterday,at a hearing,I showeda tapeof thePresidentwarmly greetingMr. Riadyjust
two monthsago in NewZealand. Mr. Riadyhasthumbedhis noseat ourjustice system,and
yourlawyersdon’t evenwant to know whathe told thePresidentduring theprivatelimousine
ride, or what thePresidentunderstoodthe presenceof Mr. Riady’s emissaryto mean. As you
well know from yourextensiveinvolvementastheheadof theJusticeDepartmentcampaign
financeinvestigation,thesetwo questionsarenot theonly two that shouldbeof interestto your
lawyers. To me,it looks like your failure to askthePresidentany questionsaboutforeignmoney
issuesis preferentialtreatmentfor yourbossandfor his goodfriend, Mr. Riady.

The factthat you andyourattorneyshavefoundit inappropriateto talk to thePresident
aboutany of theforeignmoneyaspectsofthe campaignfinancescandalunderscoresmy original
concernthat you arenot ableto investigatethePresident.It alsoraisesconcernsthat you have
notbeenvigorousin yourefforts to investigatethosewho havealreadypledguilty to crimes. If
you arenot preparedto talk to witnesses,you arefailing to gatherevidence.If you fail to gather
evidence,thenyou will neverbe ableto get to thebottomofmattersorprojectconfidencethat
you havebeenthoroughandfair.

Overthreeyearshavepassedsincethecampaignfinancescandalerupted.TheDirector
of the FederalBureauof Investigation,the first headof theCampaignFinancingTaskForce,and
the leadFBI investigatorall suggestedthat you appoint an IndependentCounselto investigate
thecampaignfinancescandal.Theydid not think that theJusticeDepartmentwasableto
conductan investigationandmaintainthepublic’s confidence.Theyalsoperceivedthat there
wasafatal conflict of interestinherentin this investigation. When I askedyou two yearsago
aboutyourdecisionto refrainfrom appointingan IndependentCounsel,you still had an
opportunityto ensurethat all leadswerefollowed, andthat witnesseswere not givenpreferential
treatment. You hadtheopportunity,but you did not seizeit.
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TheJusticeDepartmentinvestigationof the campaignfinancescandalhasan unfortunate
parallel in theJusticeDepartmentinvestigationof theWacotragedy. In both cases,you
personallydecidedthat an independentinvestigationwasnot calledfor. In theWacomatter,you
hadoneof yourassistantssupervisethe investigationbackin 1993. In thecampaignfinance
investigationyou foughteveryattemptto appointan independentcounsel,notwithstandingthe
adviceof theDirectorof theFBI andyourhandpickedtaskforce leader. Now, six yearsafter
thefact,you havehadto appointSenatorDanforthto takethefirst independentlook at Waco.
Unfortunately,thedamageto theDepartmentregardingyour initial failed investigationis severe.
With thediscoverythat you did not conductevena minimally thoroughcampaignfinance
investigation,theJusticeDepartmentandrespectfor the law will onceagainsuffer.

I requestthat you providearesponse,in writing, asto why you failed to askthePresident
and Vice Presidenta singlequestionaboutthemillions of foreigndollarsthat wereillegally
launderedin orderto benefitcandidatesin the 1992and 1996PresidentialandCongressional
elections. I requestthat you providethis responseby December31, 1999.

- - Sin~erely,

‘4>. /JVL~7

DanBurton
Chairman

cc: Hon.HenryA. Waxman,RankingMinority Member
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